CHAPTER XII

PHILOSOPHICAL WRITERS

GENERAL STUDIES

THERE are valuable chapters dealing with the early Eng-
lish philosophical writers by W. R. Sorley in C.H.E.L.
(IV, xiv, VII? xii). A History of English Philosoypky by the

same author (rev. ed. C.U.P. 1937), and The SrcaiiccrJh-
Century Background by Basil Wiiley (1934) should also be con-
sulted.

INDIVIDUAL AUTHORS

FRANCIS BACON (1561-1626)

Separate Works.

Bacon will be considered here only as a philosophic writer. For
his non-philosophic works see pp. 240.

All his philosophic writings are connected with his great scheme
for a renewal of all the sciences to be brought about through the
agency of his work called the Magn& Instauratio^ which he never
lived to complete. "I have as vast contemplative ends as I have
moderate civil ends," he wrote to Burghley In about 15922 "for I
have taken all knowledge to be my province." His earliest
philosophical work to be pub. was in English, The Two J3ookes of
Francis Bacon., of the Prqftciencie and Advancement of Learning, divine and
humane (1605) usually known as The Advancement of Learning. This
was a kind of preliminary sketch of the first part of the Magna
Instauratio. It was rptd. in 1629 and 1633. The best modern ed. is
that of W. A. Aldis Wright (CXU.P. 1869, 5th ed. 1900). There Is
also a useful ed. by T. Case (W.C.) with The New Atlantis and a
good in trod. In 1609 Bacon pub. his curious attempt to Interpret
ancient mythology called De Sapuntia Veterum, tr. by Sir A. Gorges
as The Wisdom of the Ancients (1619) and often rptd. with the essays.
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